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FALL IN !  

 

    Welcome to t he 9 th  Infantry Division! We are a group of individuals who 

share a common interest in the United States infantryman and his role in 

WWII. To those who are new to reenacting/living history the process of finding 

sources for research can be a daunting task. Questions arise  such  as: What is 

reenacting/living history? How does it work? What should I know and learn? Of 

all the questions that arise, a brief definition as to why we reenact will help 

guide you in the right direction. Just like the professional histori an and the 

array of sources available to him, reenacting/living history is used as one of 

these methods. You will find, though, that just like the historian we also utilize 

other sources of information  by using primary and secondary sources such as 

films,  books, biographies, manuals, etc. Through this process we realize the 

purpose of studying history. Not only is it pursued for mere antiquary 

purposes , but by studying the past we understand our current situation, and 

hopefully can predict and make better decisions about our  future. Put simply, 

through understanding  history  we become more aware of the world around us.  

 

    This  pamphlet will be beneficial  to your membership with in  the 9th . It  serves 

as an introductory stepping stone to understanding what t he WWII infantry -

man had to utilize in his military career both on and off the field.  
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Unit Organization :  

    Organization plays a large part within the military. òAll of this grouping and 

arranging is for just one purpose -to get things done in the be st way possible 

and without waste or time or effortó (FM 22). The following is a simple 

breakdown of unit organization within the WWII US Army. Notice that while 

very similar, organization of the Army in WWII was differen t from todayõs 

modern military.  

 

Note :  

    All proceeding data depicts the standard Infantry unit. The size of units 

varied over time as well as by branch.  

 

 

 

UNIT SIZE  NUMBER OF MEN  COMMANDED BY  

Squad 12 men  Sergeant  

Platoon  50 men  Lieutenant  

Company 184 men  Captain  

Battalion  900 men  Major  

Regiment  3,200 men  Colonel  

Division  15,000 men  Major General  

Corps  75,000 men  Lieutenant General  

Field Army  300,000 men  General  

Army Group  600,000+ men  General  
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Image from Basic Training Workbook, Feb 1945  
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Composition of the Platoon :  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    The platoon was comprised of three squads. In command of these three 

squads was the platoon headquarters. The platoon headquarters was made up 

of a handful of privates and higher ranking soldiers who managed the three 

squads. Every unit above a platoon (company, battalion, regiment, etc.) had its 

own headquarters unit.  

    Out in the field, the largest unit you will be working with will be the platoon, 

but most commonly you will only have to worry about your squad. This is 

merely due to the numbe r of participants who attend events. Although, in order 

to help put the entire picture into perspective, listed below is the continuing 

layout of military organization up to Divisional level:  

-  Company: 3 platoons, 1 weapons platoon (mortar, light machine gu n, 

etc.)  

-  Battalion: 3 rifle companies, 1 headquarters, 1 headquarters company,  1 

heavy weapons company (mortars, heavy machine gun, etc.)  

-  Regiment: 3 battalions  

-  Division: 3 regiments  

 

Note: This is a very simplistic model of military organization. The regi ment, 

for example, contains more than just 3 battalions, but also contains 

additional sub units to aid in its command. These are exempted merely for 

simplicityõs sake. 

PLATOON 
PLATOON HEADQUARTERS 

 1 2LT (Platoon Leader ) 

 1 SSgt (Platoon Sergeant ) 

 1 Sgt (Platoon G uide)  

 7 Pvts (2 messengers, 5 basic)  

 9 rifles,  1 carbine  

SQUADS (3X)  
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Combat Formations for Squad and Platoon :  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    Contrary to the manu al, most often squad leaders would be behind the 

scouts. This was because the squad leader, being up front, was often killed , 

losing his unitõs commanding element. Although, when this happened, the 

assistant squad leader would take his place. Space between  men was 

approximately 5 paces.  The following are pages copied from FM 22 -5 Drill & 

Ceremonies.  

 

Note :  

The following formations 

were adopted September 

1943. Prior tactics were 

relatively  unchanged besides 

the Wedge formation and 

Skirmisher formation. Refer 

to page 11  for more 

information.  
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    The following formations are those that were used prior to September of 

1943. After this period, the Wedge formation was switched  over to the Diamond 

formation while the Skirmishers formation was altered.  

SKIRMISHERS:  

(No. 2-4 are auto matic riflemen . The rest are rifleman unless labeled otherwise)  

 

 

WEDGE  

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

12 

 

 

 



 

13 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Image s from Basic Training Workbo ok, Feb 1945  



 

14 

Reconnaissance of woods :  

    The near edges of woods should always be approached with caution, the 

platoon being halted if necessary. The scouts reconnoiter in pairs, one man 

entering the woods, the other remaining at the edge to maintain con tact with 

the platoon. The scout who enters proceeds to the limit of visibility . If no sign of 

the enemy is discovered, he signals "Forward," which signal is transmitted to 

the platoon by the scout remaining at the edge of the woods. The scouts remain 

as t hey are until the advanced elements of the platoon reach the edge of the 

woods. In passing through the woods, distances and intervals are reduced so 

that adjacent pairs of scouts can see each other and the platoon runners in 

rear.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Image  from Essentials  of Infantry Training, 1940  


