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FALL IN !

Welcome to t he 9th Infantry Division! We are a group of individuals who
share a common interest in the United States infantryman and his role in
WWII. To those who are new to reenacting/living history the process of finding
sources for research can be a daunting task. Questions arise such as: What is
reenacting/living history? How does it work? What should | know and learn? Of
all the questions that arise, a brief definition as to why we reenact will help
guide you in the right direction. Just like the professional histori an and the
array of sources available to him, reenacting/living history is used as one of
these methods. You will find, though, that just like the historian we also utilize
other sources of information by using primary and secondary sources such as
films, books, biographies, manuals, etc. Through this process we realize the
purpose of studying history. Not only is it pursued for mere antiquary
purposes , but by studying the past we understand our current situation, and
hopefully can predict and make better decisions about our future. Put simply,
through understanding  history we become more aware of the world around us.

This pamphlet will be  beneficial to your membership with  in the 9th . It serves
as an introductory stepping stone to understanding what t he WWII infantry -
man had to utilize in his military career both on and off the field.
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INSIGNIA OF GRADE, U.S. ARMY
COMMISSIONED OFFICERS

GEMERAL OF GEMERAL  LIEUTENANT MAJOR BRIGADIER
THE ARMY GEMNERAL GEMNERAL GEMNERAL

COLOMEL LT. COLOMEL MAJOR CAPTAIM
[Silver) (Goid’
FIRST SECOMND ZHIEF WARRAMNT
LIEUTENANT LIEUTENANT WARRANT OFFICER
iSilver) (Gold) OFFICER JR. GRADE

NONCOMMISSIONED - OFFICERS

se s

MASTER FIRST TECHMICAL STAFF TECHMICIAM
SERGEANT SERGEAMNT SERGEANT SERGEAMT 30 GRADE

D A @ A

SERGEANT TECHNICIAN CORPORAL  TECHNICIAM PRIVATE
4TH GRADE 5TH GRADE  FIRST CLASS
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Unit Organization

Organi zation plays a |l arge part within the
arranging is for just one purpose  -to get things done in the be st way possible
and without wast e or ti me or effortéo (FM 2
breakdown of unit organization within the WWII US Army. Notice that while
very similar, organization of the Army in WWII was differen t from today?d
modern military.

Note :

All proceeding data depicts the standard Infantry unit. The size of units
varied over time as well as by branch.

UNIT SIZE NUMBER OF MEN COMMANDED BY
Squad 12 men Sergeant
Platoon 50 men Lieutenant
Company 184 men Captain
Battalion 900 men Major
Regiment 3,200 men Colonel
Division 15,000 men Major General
Corps 75,000 men Lieutenant General
Field Army 300,000 men General
Army Group 600,000+ men General
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COMBAT FORMATIONS

COMPOSITION OF THE RIFLE SQUAD
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Image from Basic Training Workbook, Feb 1945
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Composition of the Platoon

PLATOON

PLATOON HEADQUARTERS

1 2LT (Platoon Leader )
1 SSgt (Platoon Sergeant)
1 Sgt (Platoon G uide)

7 Pvts (2 messengers, 5 basic)

9rifles, 1 carbine

SQUADS (3X)

The platoon was comprised of three squads. In command of these three
squads was the platoon headquarters. The platoon headquarters was made up
of a handful of privates and higher ranking soldiers who managed the three
squads. Every unit above a  platoon (company, battalion, regiment, etc.) had its
own headquarters unit.

Out in the field, the largest unit you will be working with will be the platoon,
but most commonly you will only have to worry about your squad. This is
merely due to the numbe r of participants who attend events. Although, in order
to help put the entire picture into perspective, listed below is the continuing
layout of military organization up to Divisional level:

- Company: 3 platoons, 1 weapons platoon (mortar, light machine gu n,
etc.)
- Battalion: 3 rifle companies, 1 headquarters, 1 headquarters company, 1

heavy weapons company (mortars, heavy machine gun, etc.)
- Regiment: 3 battalions
- Division: 3 regiments

Note: This is a very simplistic model of military organization. The regi ment,
for example, contains more than just 3 battalions, but also contains
additional sub units to aid in its command. These are exempted merely for
simplicityds sake.
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Combat Formations for Squad and Platoon

a. Sguad colwsrn | g T0).—At the signal or command Squad
Column, given when the spual i dispessd In any aanner, (9

[~) souse cescen
[E] scour
[3] =cour
[4] surosarsc mreuas

IE ASHSTANT AUTOMATIC FIFLENAN

Note :

The following formations
were adopted September

1943. Prior tactics were [5] e
relatively unchanged besides
the Wedge formation and [=] mormsan
Skirmisher formation. Refer
to page 11 for more 75 merLcuas
information.

LT A
Eﬂ LALTERMATE ANTITANE,
G HEMA DR

IO R AND
¢ ANTITANN. GRERADIERD

Ficoge Tl—8gmsd column I::Iu-u-ud]- {diatance betwean men
approzimately o paded),

Contrary to the manu al, most often squad leaders would be behind the
scouts. This was because the squad leader, being up front, was often killed

|l osing hi s uni t os commanding el ement . Al t hou
assistant squad leader would take his place. Space between men was
approximately 5 paces. The following are pages copied from FM 22 -5 Drill &
Ceremonies.
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INFANTRY DRILL REGULATIONS

With scouts out, the squad forms in g similar manner, The
diapogition of individuals o the eolwnn will be milagted to the
tevmin and elrcnnstances and may vary from a widely spaced
finl stageecesd codlumn suitabde for crossing very open coantry
(fg. T1) to a colimn of files closed up behind the leader.

EI AUTOMATIC RIFLEMAR
ARRERTAMT
E AUTOEATEE RIFLEMAN

| = | AMMUMITION BEARDN

RIFLEMAN

FiF L &
[E] LALTERMATE ANTITANE
SRENADIERE

m 3 D M= 0 B T
IANTITANE GREMADICH.

Frovne TL—Bguad column (opened ) (distines Letween wem approxi-
mately B pmeey ; whilth approximotely 20 peroes).

[k, G BHLT (8 Bep 43).] (C 3, 16 Sep 43.)

b. Ag skirmiskers (fig. 72) —(1) At the signsl or conmmnd
As Skirmishers, psually given from sguad eobumen but perans-
sibde frotn guy disposition, the squad depleys ss shown in g
ure 7L Noa T and B8 (riflemen) go to the right:
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BASIC FIELD MANUAL

SQUAD LEADER
. 2

EANT

R

AUTOMATIC RIFLE TEA"I m
ADOUT
() 2
=
® =] a2

@
O
e

]
N

-

——————————————

il__-'....—_...—_—.-

- 20 YO 30

. PACES

@ Sqguad in diamond formation. (Distance between Indiviaual men

approximately 5 paces: Letween palirs, variable depending on the
nature of the terrain being traversed,)

Fiocure 74.—Dlamond formation,

Ficuvre T2, —Ag ekirmishers from squad colmmn (interval hetween in-
dividual men sanoroximately § paces ; between pairs, variable depend-
ing on the sature of the terrain belng traversed).

[A. G. 3007 (8 Sep 43).] - (C 3, 16 Sep 43.)
66
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Ficgne 80 —Dapoeition for the platoon,
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The following formations are those that were used prior to September of
1943. After this period, the Wedge formation was switched over to the Diamond
formation while the Skirmishers formation was altered.

SKIRMISHERS

(No. 2-4 are auto matic riflemen . The rest are rifleman unless labeled otherwise)

[~] souan LEADER

l
(3] L:%souso Leaen
o @ =] r_#m o © 5
b
_.Ezuu IN  COMMAND
of

QDD NMUMBERS TD ‘{. EVEM MLUMAERS T
THE LEFT H THE RIGHT

souso Laaoea[J~ T T T T T T T == S

-/ B
\., (]
v ]

ABOUT
30 PACES

- [
-]

T > S
: .H-IEHD"‘ EOHHAND O 30 race P'
Frouee 72 —8kirmishers (interval between men approximately Frours 74 ~—8quad wedge.
5 pages).
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COMBAT FORMATIONS

USES OF COMBAT FORMATIONS

i i

SKXIRMISHEERS

The Skir=ish Line i% more difficolt ts control than éther forma-
tioms, but is less vunerable to ene=y fire from the front. It may be
wied toerable the eptire squad to direct fire to the front issediate-
vy on contsct with the ene=y {(Fie. 13 in croxsing oDen Aress that
ean*t be avoided (Fie. 2¥: and for rapid dasher scress shelled arean

(Fim. 3%
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COMBAT FORMATIONS

USES OF COMBAT FORMATIONS

S0UAD COLTUMN

The Squad Column is easily controlled and mameuvered, It is swiv-
able for cressing open areas exposcd to artillery Fire (Fig. 1} move-

ment theough narrow trails (Fie, 23 and in darkbpess [(Fig. 37,

Image s from Basic Training Workbo ok, Feb 1945
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Reconnaissance of woods

The near edges of woods should always be approached with caution, the
platoon being halted if necessary. The scouts reconnoiter in pairs, one man
entering the woods, the other remaining at the edge to maintain con tact with
the platoon. The scout who enters proceeds to the limit of visibility . If no sign of
the enemy is discovered, he signals "Forward,” which signal is transmitted to
the platoon by the scout remaining at the edge of the woods. The scouts remain
as they are until the advanced elements of the platoon reach the edge of the
woods. In passing through the woods, distances and intervals are reduced so
that adjacent pairs of scouts can see each other and the platoon runners in

rear.
Image from Essentials of Infantry Training, 1940
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