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=T he'’ purpose of Combat Lessons s to give: o ou
j-oﬂicers ‘and - énlisted  men - _the beneﬁt of. the: battle
- ‘periences “of others.  To: be of miaximim beneﬁt ki
lessons must be dmsermnated wzthout deiay They done
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ADERS vs: INERTIA

: L_'ﬁtenant Colonel R E O’Bnen Carjalry, Observer
With Fifth Army, Itay:  “In spite of the fact that I ob

rvecl many mterestmg thlngs m the practxce of tactlcs and

technique; still. the one lesson that stands outin my mind
o "'e'all cthers is. the one that is 50. well knowu by mlhta ;




_the. individual knows
hat others feel it too
'nd that his effort is

However, I was not

“leader. in ; ‘thisicam: |

cugn' so. I w111 quote:'

GfﬁCCi‘ whu i3 a suc- ..

essfui commander in .

fInfantry regiment; :. SN

e wearer: of & Silver i -

T r’ an’ Oﬁicer WhO Ovel‘come that 'Ilred
: ieelmq!

‘A fine rcputat:on'--' :
:m his d1v1510n" '

% Tell your people when you return that the hardeqt_
' J()b they will have here is getting things done.” My men
“ kitow their weapons and tactics thoroughly. My effort
(it simply to require them "to. do the things they know
- must be done—posting security, - -dispatching . patrol
: seekmg a field of fire, retammg their equlpment an
: makmg sure ‘that it is. in workmg order Y_ou_hgve_ ta:
"check aH the time 7 .' e e




“tion' and proper dlscharge of respons:bﬂlty throughout the
ham of. command, etc. There is’an mchnatmn for men a
‘well'as for some officers to ‘go native’ in the tropxcs to let
Gwn mentaliy on: matenai and spiritual’ valucs 5o dasmphne
_ especxally needed here. - Needless to say’ I' conszder an
: gressive oﬁenswe spirit always goes hand in hand wzth
vod a'zsczplme ' : : :

Lzeutenant Colonel Clzfton E von Kann, 77th led Art
lery, ITALY.': “The great stress placed on d:sczphne and the
chain of command is not an overcmpham and never ¢an be.
_We have found again and again that the hlghest ‘standards
of: discipline are abqolutely necessary in and out of combat
. Ifi no other way can you be assured that the mdlvxdua]
. soldier 'will carry out orders without supervision, and ini
" 'combat this is essential. :

‘The Basis of Good Discipline *“One of our problems has
been to get junior officers and young NCOs sufficiently hard:
bmled to exact from their subordinates a meticulous obedx—
ence to- every, order. . We must, ingrain’ in all ranks.

‘ eahzatwn that ofders are not to be treated as. suogestzo_ ]

-they mue are. conmtent r;orret:t and aapable of being

rrzed out AR




‘ I)Jsup]me and thc leaderslup of small units are the thl
which still require constant emphasis. The enlisted  wian
“or. officer who does not follow instructions and order% iin
jpheztly during training or prior to reaching the corab,
reas and who cannot do- evervthmg every member of his
nit ;mght have to do is not properly quatified. The: squa
eader: must know exactly what each mernber of his. squad
hould ‘do i each type- of: opcratzon, the platoon leader
hould: have the’ same knowledge concerning his. squads
_the company. ‘cornmander: of - his platoons L Office
must. not ‘start wotrying: about the ‘big . pIcture untxl “thi
ve: mastered all the detalia of the ‘httle one pes

:—for Ga!lcm!ry in Action” C‘ftation, : 7th Dwzswn
‘ATTU: “The company led by Captam Thomas B. O’Donnel
as thrown into confusion by the strafing of hostlle airpianes
~while it was forrmng to attack under heavy enemy ground
rr_aaﬂ arms fire.  Seeing the * immediate need; Capta 1
O'Donnel moved from squad to ‘sqitad: restormg order and
hen led his ; men to the assault, during which' he ‘received a
evere wound ify ‘the nieck and shioulder and was’ evacuated :
“Three ' days ‘later upon hearmg that - his’ company Wi
_gam" scheduled to make an a,ttack h Emsxsted on ret' rmng




'ctmn i % the wcmlty
.umt mtxon c}ump they were attacked by' Japs who had suf-
ounded them. * He’ grabbt‘d Y BAR and advanced ona Jap
achine gun that was df:hvermg ifitense, accurate, and ex-
-tremely effective fire into the dump; Prwate Hertazsch wiis
ble to'silence thns ritachin _guh and then continued to’ aid
ggresswely in’ the defense of the posmon untll remforce~
3ment5 arflved 3 RS : . L :

e Bruve Emell:genﬁyl Lzeutenant Colonel R E O’Br: 7,
.C’av'alry, Observér_ With Fifth’ Army, _I’I‘ALY‘ “A pnsoner-
\ ar; a 'German hght—machme guniier, asked ‘an intér-
agator whether Américans. took ‘stimulants to. make them
oohshly brave. When asked to explam what he mednt; he
Sistated that ‘he and an assistant - ‘gunner. were' in posmon'.
jf_--w1th 2, good field of ﬁrc one afternoon when . a . group of
~ Arnerican soldiers ‘was observed approaching. ~ He fired’
_“several short bursts and began preparation to displace to the
'réar when he saw the American soldiers rise to full height
and start charging toward his position over a hundred yards
_away. - He reloaded his gun'and opened fire, klllmg 11 men.
He then withdrew because he was: sure the charge was madef
‘to-conceal an envelopmcnt but norie. was 'made. :
“Umt commanders Eound it necessa v to d;rect thelr me




: m TOWNS

As major campalgns dmelop in Western Europe combat”
in towns assumes increasing importance. Cities, towns, and
vxllag'cs control " the established road nets which must be.
opened for the movement of the guns, heavy equipment
and supplies necessary to support the advance of infantry.”
: Recently the German defense of Cassivo has'xllustrat d-

1mportancc of towns in tactical operauons '

3 astnde the road to Rome

ul' d_c_ferm_ve_ actlons. Sl




: Aﬂack of Towns Captam W E Hamson, Parachute i
< fantiy, ITALY “The theory of attack of a small towh 6
_'-i-avﬂlage is to work groups around the flanks, cut the retre
':_f__and move in with' patrols In thls hll!y country, however :
iwe have found that where there is any high ground behmd '
- “the town which dommates both the town and the liné o
: retreat the best way is to work the entire force a.round th
town under cover, seize the high ground in. rear; a
firmly establish ourselves with 60mm mortars on. that dom
i inating h1gh groind. We take enough food and aimmuni
“tion with us to last 24 hours, and the Germans usuaIiy p I
“-out during this time. From our position we can: preven: -
- reinforcement and inflict heavy losses on them dunng their
w 1thdrawal
. “'“The road through the town or village is aiways blown
_-and it can’t be used until the Engineers can get to work.’

*

. Lieutenant Colonel L. G. Freeman, Parachute Infanir
. Battdlion Commander, ItaLy; “We learned at ALTAVIL
to avold the dn"ect attack of towns.- 18 too costly

the. .domma.t.mg ground m rear We dld thlS a

terram m rear of t and the Germans won t stay m'xt

C nmem" ‘The faict that. Germcms have been known 16" ‘withdr
y lhout a ﬁght Hrom towus is :eur of which we hold dommaun'
arruln does not necesscm!y mean that such will invunubly ‘be th
rale. However. this possibility plus the fact that seizure o! such
'h"q:mmd will greatly facilitate' any subsequent c:ticu_:_l: on :_th




town proper. "éut'g.f;j.e.éls. ihbﬂ commanders should give serious consid:
.'emhon to these toctics whare the terrcin permits. It also should: b
:remembered lhc:t if such’ high ground is held by the gnemy. ou
Gltack of the - lown proper wﬂl invariably’ be cosﬂy and lhe town'

: itseli uulenable.

: .lhe impcss:bﬂlty ol employment in mqsa.-
”u-nd the 'vulnnmbslity of - icmks “to “ambush and fo attack : from
: _upper storias of- huﬂdinqS. Howeve:'. kmks muy énd huve beenZ;
Fiiused to- advmniaqe fo covar lhe c:pproach 10 and emxy mlo lowns_-.
.:' by mkmlry !roops. : : .

Enfering Yowns.  Licutenant: Colonel F. L. Walker, In
antry Battalion. Comman’der Iravy s “When condition:
‘made the envelopm Tt of A _' Wil Or, c1ty 1mpract1cablc
he ‘;ystem'used wa 'fo one cc-mpany to Tove ! stralg_t




Alert for snipers, our patrols enter an Itcthcm town. The

“rerehitacturn]l dacion orovides  litila nover fnr move-:’

JRALLIIATLIUIUL MR R VaUTS AT VT

“ment without exposure and requires covermg iu‘e_'
4from rooftops commc:ndmg the street. :

: -and shutters and usuaiiy w1th a courtyard msxde. : Most o
he. strects ‘are quite. narrow, w;th @ s,oltd wa,ll of twoﬁ .to_

: '57’7;;34«_%44;__.,,3



“Numerous large churches w 1th hlgh ciomm or stéeples pri
- vided snipers and enemy observers with excelleat obseNa
_'tmn for several hundred yards down principal streots and '
- side streets, . .
- “It was found necessary to place stationary observers ¢n
f‘_.bmidmgs for sniper protection as the column moved dowr
the streets, since it was impracticable for patrols to parallé
thc column a,long the rooftops It is advisable, in addition
to. patrols down side streets, to send patrol‘; promptly to
lnvestlgate church steeples and tall buildings overlooking
the’ route of” march as these’ were frequently- found to be
occupred by smpers It appcarcd that obscrvers from sucl
points ‘would: observe troops entering the town o as’ to cal
for prearranged fires: when: the main body of the troops -
rlvcd Such OPs should bc destroyed by artxliery fire
before troops enter the

: _ streets and should be
‘Cover your advance kept under machine- :"
through towns! gun fire to neutralize
snipers  until patrols”
can complete their in-
" vestigation: . Such-fir
" ing, kept up during
" | the march into tow
- would have the addi:
“ tional \ advantage of
keeping. c:vﬂlans -off.
the: streets, under
cover, and out of t
- oway of the oo}
- Locks should be shot
'_oﬂ~ and houses broken
fﬂﬁopen as troops m e
T m, . for’ ‘cover’ from




t100p§ are hesltdnt to do thl‘i in tht, preqence of frlend_y
. civilian crowds, _ : o
*“Hostile armorc‘d cars and mortais mvanab!y walted on'_-'!
the' far side of town untit the ringing of church bells and
‘the. chieers of the popuiace indicated: the- presence: of OUE:;
.’troops whereupon, thortars and artillery swept the main’”
s{reets, injuring. civilians and soldiers alike. Main strccts-:'-
should’ be avoided altogether, uu::ept for: patrolling, untlI:_ﬁ
‘the town has been thoroughly ‘investigated. -
.+ 7*The. greatest problem was the handling of these civi- 3_
lians, who crowded the streets’ talkmg and calling to the:‘
soldiers, giving ' them gifts, and’ clinging to their arms..
:Thls nitsled the solchers into believing that there was' noj"
'danger of enemy. . smipers or shell fire,”and made them":
‘hesitant about firing into buxldmgs c;uspc(:ted of containing :
‘snipers.  Our troops are much too friendly with the popu-;'_
lation and easily distracted from proper precautlonaryi

‘_measutes by this civilian attention.

COMWNT:" It is possible that tactics of flanking, encirclement, and.’
. isolation of towns might have prevenled some of the German lactice
‘described above by denying them observation and by bringing.
the exits toward the ~enemy under our own cbserved moriar. cmd':"

Defense of Towns “In small towns i penmeter defens'_

NOTE WSec xilustratmn ihowmg skctch of actual defensc pian o
i of num(‘z‘ous small towns Capturcd Larly in the Itahan campaign
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"outsklrts were mc,rr;,ly outpostcd Pl:ltoon combat gloups

- were: orgamzcd at the prmc;pﬂ street: interséctions, by

accupying two or three ad}accnt buﬁdmgs Machine guns;
were located at each of these inteérsections’ to fire down’ the
trects in all directions,  In this way solid’ bands of grazing

.:machm&gun fire could cover the spaces between combat
Toups. - Also AT guns and mines were used to block prin:,
cipal ‘entrance roads. Reserve umnits® held” mtermr mtcr-
ectlons, Prcpare,d to Counter-attack RIS

:CDMMENT' The deiense of a lown must be prepqred to _meet th
methods of a!luck - which: muy be' employacl by the enemy. Since
_!h.ls “prast includa !he possibility of ﬂunkmq ‘attacks. und encirt:le«
mens. it- inllows that an all-around defense must he the rule. R
“‘The following poinis, not covered in the experiences quoled ubov3.
'hould be borne in, mind in plunmnq the deiense of a town:

SO Avmd if possible placing prmcnpul caniers ot roslslunce closa

to landmarks or at edge of town where anamy adjustment -of -
“irtillery or mortar fire will be facilituted. Positions either ouls:de

: of or within the iown should be chosen.

9. Where practicable. form salients by  organizing out!yinq build—

L ans fo cover perime!er of town with flunking and enfilade ﬁra.'

" 8. In addiion lo a centrel reserve wilhin the town,’ provide i

i possnhla for & concealed ‘mobile tBSeWe (pzelatubly strong | in’

_'_mrmor) fo be held oulsi&e ‘the Iown to couniar enemy ﬂtmkmq'




‘BATTAL.!_ON ATTACKl

"?

8/ MM MIRTINRS

'Pl.cui..i.or the double envelop_nier_xt attack by the battalion which took Guerdia. .



Mission Licutenant Colonel Earl: Taylor, 'Iizfaﬁtrj:, Bat
talion Commander, Ttary:’ “On'11’ October my battalion.
was' ordered to make a mght march,; pass. through the 2d
Battalioni {which was then about 3 miles east of the Italian
town of Guarbia, north of the CALORE Rrvir), and seize
the “high' ground in the vxcmxty of GUARDIA We were .
then to continue the advance. PRCSAL

Contud “As we approached GUARDIA our Ieadmg com—'_':
pany_ made contact with the’ enemy: at-A.. (See sketch.)
Tt enveloped with one platoon but.“was. stopped by heavy
‘machine-gun and direct’ 88:mm. fire. from. points. E, F,.
and D, and was unable to advance. * I immediately- moved'f--'__:'
to the high ground 200 yards north’ of A where X couid__

.observe the enemy position.

Plun' of Maneuver “The enemy had all of the h_igh'_'_-".
" “ground to the front, and I could see it would be impossible
to advance frontally. 8o I decided to make a double en~f.:,'.
velopment, sending Company 1 over the hill to the right’
and Company K on a wide envelopment to the left. Con=
tact was to be maintained visually with Company I and by_'_:_;
the 536 radio * with Company K. Actuaily the 536 radio.
.« ld not carry the distance ComPany K had to travel and
it:was necessary. to send a 511 set® later 1o mamtam o
ct, which was absolutely necessary in, such a movemen

Buse of Fu'e' “sze tank

_‘A 5'/2 pound “handy-tai!uc” transmxttcr receiver, .
? A 20—pound battery-operated short-range transmxtter—-rccew r




streams and high mountains a;nd because the‘ encmy had 8
“and armored ¢ carsatF, I du::ded to emplace the tanks alorig
.with my eight heavy machine guns and six 81-mm. mortars;
-as shown on the sketch, as a bqsc of fire to enable Company L
to advance fronta!ly on D o

tesults “The attack was succewfui By order, thc tanks
nd other supportmg weapons opened fire 5 minutes before
ompany L started its advance. Fifteen prisoners. were
aptured ‘and 25 of the eneriry killed. Our casualties were
apprommately 10 killed and 15 wounded. L
“The ¢hemy: strength a8 dett,rmmed from przsoners was
o rifle companies, each’ e_merced one at D and orie at
upported by tanks, armored cars, and 88s along the road
¢ F: These priconers, stated ‘that theu' force was so com-
'Ietely dlsorgamzed and demorahzed by our volume of fire
~and the scheme of attack- that it was impossible for them
to make a counterattack to rcgam their positions.

‘Planning “It took about 2 hours to make plans for this
ttack, which was very carefully studied, planned and co-
'ordmated It. effectively - utilized the terrain Teatures.
-Every weapon available fo: the battalion was used..

“In'such an attack maps. st be prearranged - w1th crmc |
znts and phase lmes marked for the envelopmg umt‘i, so

“Estlmatmg the & tuatmn mid fila nmg should be émpl
rred in trammg :



'bn' the Battclion: 'le'vel _However, it shsuld be poinied out ihut @
.- double envelopment 1s ‘@ wlher ambitious scheme of mcmeuver
- smqle bnttahon and should be used with cantion.

No menlion. is. made of the consmuiion ol a reserve: Iorce. Such-' :
o reserve must-be. relamed under the conirol. of the. commcmde
10 enc:ble him to counter’ nnioresean enemy reaction ‘as. the altack
proqresses. 'i‘roops committed lo a plan of uction can hot be co
sidered as uvuilnble for !his purpose. ) :

'Ih_é: di_viaion__ of ﬂ'_x:e h:‘:llulién‘- into c:ppr_qxiinatel'y' tﬁree edqial atidek
'éa'i 15 open 10’ criticism--but it ‘worked' in this' édse, A schama of
midneuver should. mclude a detennmcxuon of ‘the” direction of " thi
main effort, and the preponderrmce of  force should be: uvuilahl
support this efforl. - In the cuse ciled” gbove a reserve might have
‘besn constiluted fFom Company K (the encircling lorce) ‘and’ Com
4 _"pany L ithe frontal aitack force). and the atick of Compan]r i quht'
" herve been considered the moin effort, since it was directed towdrd’
e berrain leature, seizure of which would render the whole enemy; :
" position untenable. A clear conception of the relative Importance .
“": of the separate eforls is necessary to facilitate subsequent decislons.:: ;
. based on enemy reactions fo the attack. ]

Factors contributing to the success of this aftack were:

oy } :
i k. Prompt eshmule oi the si‘hmlion by thé. commander, inciurlmq_
- study of iho Ierwin. hused on persnnul reconnaissunce. i

.. _Development oi u deiinite p]cm o! muneuver based on
seizure of key lerruin cmd lhe ouiﬂunltinq of enemy m;ﬁom

'3. Detuiled pl:mninq und specihc ordars. n

: 4. .Ulili:g!ion ol mdximﬁm ﬁxfe‘_ po‘vier uvdﬂ@ia-’ S

. Maintenarice of confrol over all slements. .

4o e

BiT6G4 5



: -Thxs pcxnorcmnc view, lookmg toward Avellmo, is char-
ctenshc of the terrcun qlonq the Itnhan battlef:ont

FIGHTING IN WOODED TERRAIN




s rweapons in:thé fron _ :
_':"'our troops. - After encountenng hoqtlie ﬁrc, 1t was . found ©

“very effective to spray the entire woods ahead with a- rapid
concentration . of mortar and mae,hme-gun fire: for about
oné mintte, followed: by a ‘rapid advance of rifle. platoans'-:_'f
hg' assault’ fire' to' cover all trees and house wmdowe;f
snipers: might be h1d1ng In each- case Germans
Apui]ed oitt rapidly, leaving weapons and' ammunition be-
hind, although we had beéen unablé’ QEIOLat(‘, them pre _
usly. ‘However, the’ tendency of ‘troops:is’ to wait for
eﬁmteiy located targets before: they will open ﬁre whlch'_;.
results-in; a,llowmg very small groups of enemy, _wh' iift
"_osmon frequently and Keep up.a demoralxzmg rate. of.
‘inachine- -gun fire; to cause great delay. '
R, ““The ‘continuous rapid fire delivered by our heavy mas
_.':3'_ch1ne guns had a partxcu]ar]y demorahzmg effect on. th
: 'Germans S

COMM}ZNT The remcrks of thix hattalion commander emphasize’ the .
J importatce of borrage covering fire, The fire power of a#qildbii_
"“weapons In this instance substituted for an artillery burraqe._»l_;_lil'_:;:.
“the principle remaina the saome: losses wﬂi be minimized by follow-:
7 ing closely the massed fires oi uvniluhle weapous deliverad on uraus
; :-' froms which eaemy ﬂra is expected. ’ g FETER :

:portance of spEed._.. -Every man in thls reglment
firrily: convmced that the speed of our recent 0perat|on




“saved. us fmm huge Tosses. Dmm to the Iov.cst ‘privite
: the fedmfr exists that we would still be at CANIGATTI af
“we had m;t pushed the enemy off balance and kept him
: tlnt way .

K

_'.The Herd lnshncf Major® Rabert Wilson, Observer with

et Dwmon I'reuv “Owur troops showed ‘a decided tend-
-"ul(:}’ to bunch. up under fire.” This was observed on scveral
“mcas:ons One prisorier of war; a Gcrm'm foxward observc,r
for an’ 88-mm; battery, was mtcrrogatcd concermng hxs_
.-tcchmquc of adjustment, Tt seesns’ he had been told that

:'.Amencan troops congregated “when ander fire. When he'_ i
S Amcrman troops advarnicing he was to call for one or;

two' rounds in. their vicinity and to observe the area: in:

:'whxch they congrcgatod Fire was then to be shxfted to o

__thm. area. This prisoner statéd that he had conducted
wvery effective fire in this way on several occasions in Ttaly.™

*

-'Ger:n.!'un' ﬁe’gi'sfered Fires Private First C’Iask'Déry}:z, In—:

. arm . SI(‘IL 20 “Qur battalion advanced be ond the main
¥s Y nalti

h@dy and’ took a high hlil pomtmn There we waited for
'mnforcements. _The enemy--as he often does when he

‘about” to rctrc,at and’ does not want. to haul back, his aim-
1 mtxon»-»—threw all of hlS ava1lab!e ammumtmn ‘at: th'

.-.crtst; of the hlll The; propcr:prqcedure as we. leamed
Iatvr houid have becn for us’to dlsperse down thc suic of

'D 'rmg.:the" ﬁ1ght the Gcrmans bombed and shelled wha.t




- they thought was: our new position. ' Our gbservess,  prop-
i erly placed, noted the enemy gun. pObithﬂS aud they were:
knocked out the following day '

_Bé_s_e . qf' ¥ire Lieufenant Colonel ] M. Fini, Infanfr;-
‘Battalion Commander, ATTU' © Tt was found that so long
* . a5 the Japs could keep us duckmq from aired fire. thexr."’.'ﬁ'
i ':'pomtlon remained secire.  But once the Jap was made to
““keep his head down and the Amerlcan could get to l'm feet
‘the: attack was mereiy a matter of waikmg up to the p051- .
‘tion. and tossing in grenades. To make this. possible:re-:
:qmred the coordination of fires down to and including the. -
v riflernén. It s important that commanders and -leaders
“realize this. Otherwise, troops will remain down when
L _1t is Tiot necessary. :

_'_'___'Teumwork “We would have a riffeman point out pill-"
. boxes using tracer ammunition. Then a 37-mm. gun
would take them under fire with HE. Oftentimes the pill- -
: box crew would attempt to evacuate to a safer pIaCL and _:'g'
a + light machine gun would mow them down.”

Véads leadmg out of the c1ty Al company commanders
were informed. of the: dlSpObltlﬂnS.. The patrols went o
: before the outposts were po.sted A few hours ]atcr ﬁrmg




Am!lery_ vs. Tnnks _ Lieutencmt Colonzl F Q Goodell.

Field- Artzllery, Observer with VI Carps I“I‘ALY “Dlrcct
re of 105-mimi. . howitzers is credzted thh stopping the_
erman afmored threat on D+4. - One battery knocked out *
ifé tanks with six md1v1dual rounds at a range of two to"

-three hundred yards ! : : '

Tl_ie Observahon'_ Buﬂuiton m Achon _"‘Locatmn of-.ho:: :
' : ghiy effectwe whc




Eumg-from onc: pothwn & maximumn of 5 or 6- in s, hls

g i\~ Several tmies

~stated that our arnllery ﬁre'-fellron the-old p051t10n thhx'
3to 5 mmutes after they had evacuated e :

___fgh! Reconnu;ssunce Artzllery O[wrataons Report 3d

-'artlllery w1th1r1 effec
. ':-:3t1ve range of : the. cn-i"-:
B femy who - “had re-
“treated at dark, ._artll_—_ i
lery’ battalions. were .
displaced to forward'
“positions  which” wer¢ -
reconnottered, s W -

:. -'rTake advantage of the _ veyed, and occupled ‘
: moonhght' ... by moonhght. .

: ;..Use of. Amllery Obsewuhon Planes “Obscrvatxon pa"."
troIs were mamtamed in the air durmg the hours of dayhgh




Observers on Thelr Own Luutenan! Calonel: R F
_.:O’Brwn, C‘az)al?y, Observer with Fifth Army, ITALY “One_-'-.-.'.
"~ division discovered that the worst thing that could happcn.'
_to the artillery plan was for the observers to become separated’ 5
“from_ the responsible infantry commanders. . When this i
'.'.happencd there ‘was. always the danger that the observex
would brmg ﬁrc down on their own troops

Oru'eri!dhé'n 'énd ”Su'rvey “Generaliy ﬁeld art:]lery bat:
tertes were fired in, but survey was always completed =Diéce s
Jmatlon of mstruments was difficult and unsatxsfactory be-
_,ca\ise of the: ground. métal present in the soil of thig area.”.
+ Fire was conducted satisfactorily from 13 50,000 scale maps B
_ when obﬁervatmn ‘was available, the vertical control bemg._.';_ﬁ'l
; Iargely approxmiate from this map.”. s

_'__Nores FROM OTHER ARMS R

-:_Tunks Keep off: fhe Sky Linel Lzeutenant Colonel T F.oo
“Bogart, Infantry, Observer with Fifth Army, Irary: “r
' 'tncssed a: lonc tank approachmg the sky: line. cautmus}y,'

: : S -then “pause | momen-

Keop off the skyhnef

il mstzmt a Gerrﬁéﬁ :s'}iéll
' 3".'-_'__'h1t hlm and the tank. :

tics. " An old'-ét"ész Btit_._:
E _frequcntiy forgottfm



Antiaircraft; Absence Makes the Heart Grow Fonder |
" Licutenant Coloncl T. F. B(mart Infantry, Obsewe Wil
F ifth Army, Trary: “The 1mportancc of having antuurcra.ft:'-
- units present, even though their fire is often ineffective, was
_':'mlpressed on me on J.0October 1943 in* the’ vxcmlty of;_"
:f:.'MONTI‘SARCHIO - After. several weeks of: a]most COmplete;

::"absence of German aircraft, four Jcrry planes appearﬁd over::
:this town and dive-bombed it, coming in very low. . Theéy .
'_-"recelved no AA fire. It was 511rpr15mg, ‘because almost in<
~variably AA units had kept up close, to the front-line units.’:
-.":-:There were 60 trucks imed up at JO~ to 1(}(}-yard mte,wals
_"-".5along the main hlghway The Jerries spottcd these tracks
on the first dive and. strafed this colimn; and’ bombed the
U townat le:sure for-about 40 minutes- from very low aItxtude -':Q
~until apparcntly all their ammunition was gone. In all:_ﬁ
_‘previous air attacks the Jerries had dropped their bombs -
* and left promptly under heavy antiaircraft fire. It was evi- |
dent that AA units played their part in keeping enemy p!anes :
up in the air and on their way.” '

*

: 2'_' Chemtml Morturs Tcrgef Prumce Battle Report
—th C’hemzcal Battalzon, SroiLy: “Early on the morning o
11-:.]u1y orie platoon of: Company B ﬁred on 'what 'was evi
“dently an Italian’: reconnatssance patrol of 15 men. approach
“ing® GELA from  the north ‘The fire chased the “Ttalian
* from one dr_aw__to a_nqther anid then to a haystack, where or
~volley fell directly in their midst. The wickedness of thi
Hiortar’s HE sheli was. thEr6W1th du!y proved Na furthe
: :movcmcnt was observed " . SR :




RADIO commun'lc:AnoNs

:_';'?Rudlo Drsqplme First sz:tenam‘ C. E. Place, Azr Corp
. Sicey: | “Fliers coming mto the combat zone had no cor
'_'--5._'cept10n of ‘radio discipline. ~ New pilots used the radi
“indiscriminatety. Men réturning from missions. used the
_mterplane radio’ unnecewaniy. whlcb 1ammcd up the b"md
for other 'lanes stxil on a rr' ssion/ :

C _MMENT !-'udure to observe mdw dlsclpline is o mqior problem
oz both air’ rmd ground anits.: _!n combat. éech mdwlduu.l _believes
his’ cqse a: spaciul-. y esiab!ishad mles. : This lendency
must: be discouruqed byr posilive cccﬂon “Radie discxphne ‘is " estab:
Bshed to iacili!ute esserifial cdfmmunicauon during - combul and is
_not a pem:etime pluylhmq to bé dlscc:rdad when uchon is wmed

Trummg of AAF Rudlo Mechamcs “Radio contact with
the. A-36$ was vcry poor.. “The main trouble was that the
: rad:o repairmen’ did not ‘have a .chance to. train. on ;the .
VHF (Very High Frequency) - sets {which we used) before |
they left"he 'Unlted States, and were gettmg their expcn-




dzrectmg p!anes w1th"what souncled hke Or1enta1 music,
but’ the frequency-moduiated sets had a clear channel an
th(, m( ssages came through i RN

j:---sergeam E. O. Erkhilla, Infantry; Message Center Chiefy:
SiarLy: . “The communications officer warned us that the!
larger radios mtendcd for commumuatrons between




‘Captured ‘Documents Regimental Operations Report,
VELLa Laverca: “On 4 September a patrol from A Com: "
pany, led by Licutenant King, ambushed a patrol of 12
Japanese in the vicinity of Boko MissioN. Upon search-
ing the bodies they found a map on the body of a 2d Licu-
teriant. and dlspatched it 1mmt;d1ately to " the regimental-
'-command post by a runner. .- The next day the translation .
‘of thls map: was returned to, the Ist- Battahon Sl showed':_
‘the’ ]apanese defensive’ plan- of - LAMBU-LA.MBU Cove and -
- the VALAPATA dren and proved very eﬂ'ectlve m___'lmunat--
ng the }ap 'nese from the area e :

'COWENT Not nnl:r marked ‘maps but "also dncumanis of Joas:
- appérent importance mr.ry' lumish ‘the  key to  ememy pluns when
comb!nad with ‘other information. ‘I‘he necasai:y for pxompt forward- : .
‘ing: to hlq‘har headquque:s oi an captured documaala must be -
_unprassed oh' all ranks.

*
Overdoing the “Buddy” System Li’eﬁt’enant .Colonel R.
£, OBrzen, Cavalry, Observer with. Fifth Army, ITavy:
“It was necessary. repeatediy to ‘warn the troops against the -
incorrect practice of fraternizing with prisoners. and gwmg'_'
them- cngarettes, which. interfered with their proper intér-
‘ro'g'atmn Troops also had to be warned ‘not. to Temove .
ay books. from ' the prisoners, ‘because these, books fumished_'
a check to he iﬁtarrogatzon oﬁicer o__'_ the pnsoner 5 state—__-_

Connequantly. cmf acﬂou by lhe troops which:'
_ s!mm and: put. the priseners ot lhej;_- edze ‘inter-



__-_-'Post the sentnes w1th proper knowledge of the pass" otd-.
L : s and. countersxgn o T

“ Password and Countersign Licutenant Colonel T. F..
- Bogart, Observer with Fifth Army, Travy: “Many sen:.
© . tries were posted without proper knowledge of the use of
the password and countersign. For example, the passwbrd

: and countersign one night were Red and River. The
.- soldier chalienged, "Who's there, Red River?” There wére’

. several instances also in which the sentry halted a person

* at such a distance from him that anyone in the vicinity:
; _'Lould have heard the challenge and the reply

g pmved of great value m dév lopmg p ysica.
trminating the unfit, and . mstxl]mg confidence: and prid
the lnd1v1dual As -2 general trammg ob_]ectwe all




nland ‘of about 5 miles.’ Speed-marching contmucd each

ui’ut bemg requlrcd to complete 5 miles in 1 hour, 8 miles i
-2 hours, and 20 miles in 5 hours once a week. - This tr'unmg:

vas: lartrely responsible for the speed with whlch the assault.
“of thls Dw:s;on was cxecuted ” T '

R
ports und Messages Ma]m Robert Wzlson, erld A :
illery,: Observer with G=2 Section, ~th _Dwzszon, IraLy
‘The: ‘who, what,’ when, where, and" why 'were often ‘not.
ontained in. reports, both. oral ‘and written; "‘Battalion and -
' g1mental 8§25 and the men: themselves indicated that dur-

] euvers and in trammg problems they had thought
TN - o that thls subject had -

Don.t mcxke the o’ther “been'” mastered, b“t:'. B

- fellow . guess - what -~ - - that in combat it was
you mean in your - - ignored ‘or forgotten.

message&’-' e : ;'__As to clarity, the ax-
be mlsunderstood

' waq weH proven

_': COMMENT'- Wrilinq me;

_'suqes durinq a unit tru!n
: inq'progrmn is onie thing::
.__wriﬂnq clam'. speciﬁcally.

iom if ‘a- message can"' i

E -.wﬂl be mxsunderstood’:-' i



: '-“Ch ng ‘ Posts"

Combat Twmmg for Engmeers : Comin&rid:‘n’é O
'E;-tgmeer Regzment ATTU “Engmeers bhould have'a g() 4
workmg knowicdge of combat tactics; mght patmlimg, out:
post’ duty, and use of terrain features. . This would' .
. saved many, of ‘the: casualtxes we suf’fercd a.nd would ha
- reduced ﬁrmg at :mdgmary enemy mnvemcnts Trammg
- "of this sort should not be lost snght of in the stress of trammg-:-'
: -'f'.fdr an amphlbxous operatlon ' : :

Mlscallﬂneous Notes Lzeutenant Colonel C F Brokaw,:_;f

" Ordnance, Observer Tracy: “I believe that the foilowmg';_
" points should be given more stress during training: i

1. Penctration deeper into enemy tcmtory by small sc0 )

mg patrols.. . =
‘2. More training in mght ﬁghtmg——at least 50 p(,rcent

;3'. More trammg m__mortar ﬁre and in: the estabhshme

7. Use: _‘ouble foxhol(,s of the Vol sha_pe' sizic
_men together are more: conﬁdcnt than two mien separate:




COMBAT ZON.E MISCELLANY

!AA Smull Arms Fire Discipline Major Robert PVzlson,:
'.erld Artzllery, Observer with -th Division, Itany!
“Seven friendly planes clearly marked with the Allied:
miarkings and a wide yellow ‘band around the wings to.
'f'a:c'iiit'dte identification flew in toward PagstuM landing
'np on D+2 at an altitude of four to five hundred feet
t slow speed. . Antiaircraft and small - arms - -were dls-
-:eharg'ed at these planes, which even' tipped their. wings:
tmore clearly’ to’ display insignia. One mfantxyman ﬁrmg._'_"_:';
2 rifle was. ordered to cease fire and was asked at’ what he -
as. shooting. .~ He replied, . ‘Enemy planes, can’t you see?’.
-pointmg to one’ plane whlch had crashed Juqt about 100

yards away

-GOMMENT The conslon! recurrence of 5uch :eporis indlcu!es the-_-:: e
necessity for a stricter enforcement of the rule that ground troops.” '
‘other then lliqsa' assigned definite AA missions, will not fire on any

'c_xifcrdft uvnless actually being attacked. Those troops having AR -
_missions musi be thoroughly drilled in the identification of friendly - ..

ygnene. Any Duv Is Solurduy Lzeutenant Colonel T. F
_ogart Infantry, Observer with szth Army, ITALY “One'
day, iri a comnaratwelv quget area with'a: mounta.m stream
nIy about 400 yards away, after 94 hours' not over a- dozen
n had taken': advantage of the opportumty to bathe
10mpany commanders were ordered to have. squad leaders
feh - their. '-',quads to the river. and supervme bathmg

:f'eé'ﬁé'ﬁ : f_-é-‘I:_- was, infd'r:x'r'lé'd---b}"' a battalio
urgeon that over half of the evacuations from his battalion
--had been due to mfectlons caused by NG, scratches that




‘Don't miss the éhcmce .to .get'c: bathl ':_:"

became infected because of lack of cleanliness.. Ther'
appeared to be a general disregard or indifference to ciean-'ﬁ- :
liness, even when opportunity existed to wash.” -

COMMENT: Fortunalely the .cbove is an isclated instance, but it
indicates the necessity for constant supervision over the hyqiene :

'_whlch to sandbag the floors of thexr vehzcies as protectl
: agamst mines. - This’ precautlon saved lives, 1nc1udmg th
of a reg1mental commander and his, driver, both of ‘who
: were seriously but- not fatally wounded when ‘the /;-ton
: .i-‘-__.truck in whlch they were’ ndmg detonated a mme ”




gart, Infantry, Observer with F1)‘.th Army, Travy: - “Ai
gh the average American soldier will dig a foxhole




SEGTEON 14

.."_._.;_.'MOUNTAI
" OPERATIONS

il AN

: ATTAUON ATTACK

“From the 1sIand of AT'rU a narrow, prec:pltous tongue

2 'of land about eight miles long juts southeast and then due_
i east to Cwirikor POINT, eastern extremity of the islandi
" Sarana Bay lies to the north and Massacre BAY 1o the

-~ south. SARANA Vavrrey and Massacre VALLEY run ge

erally northwest and southeast parallel to the central Tridge

‘of  the base of this: pemmuia ‘but converge about. five mil

in ‘from the coast where the central ndge dlph to a saddle
a.liéd SARANA—MASSAGRE. Phss. :




SARANA-MASSACRE -/

Cois HOUNTAIN:
Lo e l.mﬂ!f_-l'-_l.-'--'_" S

Panorumlc ﬁeici sketch of enemy posmons between Cold Mountam cmd Pomt
Able used as. the basis for picmnmg our successiul uttack '




Clir avy mists ‘whic
'enshmuded the mountams jap ‘snipers and. - observer

AT worked from the: protection of the lower edge of the clou
Iayer ‘pouring . devastatmg ﬁre into. the  Americans sil

houetted “against: the wet snow in- the: valley below.” N
trees or shrubs gmw ‘here to furnlsh concealment me
'ui‘rowed into' the spongy tundra. for precarmus deﬁlade
“Several determmed ¢fforts to clear, the flanks of the saddi
had been repulsed. Amllery had beeri brought up, and
‘coordinated attack was planned for 19 May 1943.
oAt this stage of the ATTU campalgn the compam
the battalmn averaged 50 men. .

'----As seeu BY me STAFF

Mission Repori of Battalzon Commander 2d Battalwu,
* ieth Infantry, Atty: “This battalion was ordered to attack
the enemy in the Massacre-Sarana Pass, commencing at
0600, 19 May 1943. We were located near the top of the
‘hog back’ in Massacre VarLey, firing northeast into the
pass and toward the high ground south of the pass. S

:-:Use of Panommuc Sketch .“A panoramac sketch of the
' rea _was drawn up and d:stmbuted to each ofﬁcer control

guns lm:a.ted m SARANA VALLEY




- lhc aftun(}(m of "18 May wis
' Ie,gmt(,rmg artillery on each of the known encmy posztmns
caddition to the supporting artillery, the battalion had
tached 1o 1t six 37-mm. guns (making a total of 10 in all}
‘0 75-mm. pack howitzers, and 3 additional 50:c ahber.. __
nrachine guns.  The battalion organic and attachcd weg
also rchstcrcd on enemy posit:ons '

Piio. the batta]:on commander, 1lkLWIS€ one from the: 75 3
telcphone wais.also ran from the OP 6 the ofﬁcer in. harge
of all 37: mim. ﬁrmg Radio and telephone contml '
to all the compamcf: in the battalion ' ' :

T'qcflcul Plun ' “The tactlcql plan 1n general was3as fol L
ows (- One. company of the reglment on’our’ rig moved"_ :
out'at 2400, 18 May for . the top of the rldge.d1v1dlng"
Massacre and ‘SakanNa VALLEYS and was: in position
yof: the-. ridgc 'eady to attack Pomt A from the-south




Acion.“About 1000, a report canic
;-attackmg Point A had been held: up Y machmc, gu
miortar fire and was unable to advarice.. Up until this
‘no report had been received from the units attacking:
5 and 4, but shortly theréafter the' CO: of. Company F.
ported that these units were observed to be w1thdrawmg ot

-:._-;.'COLD MOUNTAIN.

2 .S_up'po'rting Fire 3 “The hattalion commander at this poir
i ~decided to attack the positions straight on. The artille
. 1aid down a 10-minute concentration on enemy positions on

CoLp MounTain.  All-other weapons opened fire on pos

. tions 6,7, 8, 9, and 10. Smoke was laid in the saddle; and

~+ . the wind carried the smoke over enemy posmom on Clo.

MOUNTAIN and greatly a1ded Company F in 1ts advance :

: kakmg'Pomts 4, ”1 'and 2" but.recewe ﬁre



This qerial view ulong genercxl axis of our advence on
Attu’ (looking northward) shows the type of mountain
terrain. encountered by the Task Forcee

Pomts 3 and 5, Company E sent one of its platoons 1o
“attack Point 3, and Company G was ordered to envelop the
E'in its attack on Point 3. The actual taking of Point 5 by
Company G ‘was not accomplished until the followmg day.
. After takmg Point 6, the platoon of Company E was .
ordered to' continue to: Point 7, but was unable to advance
due to machme—gun fire from’ the draw to. their left front:

Thm machme gun wal knocked out bv a patroi from Com-' :

Th1 actmn was completed about
' compames estabhshed defenswe :

left flank, secure Point 5, and aid the pIatoon of Gompany o




- Rerial wew of the Attu’ combat zone Iookmq south
: '_._The enemy was driven into’ the Chwhugof Harbo

“area and’ destroyed by our forces advancing from

. the pass belween Pomt Able and’ Cold Mountcu

-+ In the paragraphs to follow, some of the men who .did._th_t_a
actual fighting describe the action as they saw it.,

*
AS SEEN BY THE SOLDIER

The Aﬂol:k on- Poml 5 Serqeant Charles Roberts _Com

latoon of Company I under Lleutenant W:lham Brow
had the mission of attackmg Pomt 5 on the top of COL!)
MOUNTAN on the left flank. :




he Approach  “It was dark and bitter cold the hight- of
18 May, when our platoon started out. We knew there
ere Japs up there, and we knew they had three heavy mra- <
hine gunis at the least which, unless we knockcd them out, "'

d be blastmg hell out of the men gomg into the pass_
en the main attack jumped off. . : :
Ihe hlil'- was’ steep, slippery, and rocky; there was ice
aning on he undra as we slowly stumbled up the face of
cn,mtam toward the ]dps at thc top :

IE front then ‘hé shot the’ Jap.. The shot must have'-:
wakened othu:s, and as we worked up oveér the chge aJap
achine gunner began firing at us. - We. stayed down until - ©
he ﬁrst excited bursts had gone over; then we raised up and

: etumed the ﬁre Several Japs had holes near the: ‘edge of -
he. ieclgc we were under and they bégan to throw grenades_ i
over, but the hill bclow was 50 steep that most of the grenades:
olled: down and exploded out of range below us..:The 'ma
hine. gun was firing again but several.of our men were clos
: Jed c-to lob grenades aver,. The machme'.:




- we stuck our noses up, a hallstorm of bullets crackﬁd

. machine guns remained out of range: .. Our men were driv

;téble above when th(, jap opened up mth m’ichme .gu
Tagain. Weé necded artzl]ery and needed it bad.: Every. titrie

' _;‘;them The radio man was’ trymg frantzcally 0 con
anybody m the. valley below s, but: the set rcmamed sile
“Several men had crawled around to the left and ‘threw
-gredades at “the Japs near the: edge of the table; but ¢

“back to the cover of the ledge, several with wounds. - Art

!ery, if we only had artllleryf We rould observe the fire: we

knew where the guns were. - If we could oniy get some fire
we'd walk over the damned mountains. . The radio man was
desperate. He tried the set agaln, but 1t was. ‘;llent In_.._a,

o rage he threw it down the hlll '

Our ANuck Repulsed “We tned once more to-mo




he Main Attack Sergeant Walter Moesch, Company -

‘guns was attached to Company F for the attack up Cowp. '
MouNTAIN on the left of Crxvesy Pass. It was called
RANA-MAssacrE Pass then, but I was with Lieutenant
}evesy when he was killed there in the pass, and the pass
as: named for him. . The attack had moved across the flat
round in front of CoLp MouNTAIN without much fire ex-
pt long-rangf' mortar and some 37-mmn. fire;  We got to
. Ruf whum

'T:\p pnuhr_m almost without nnnnmh

ny.G had moved through them and around 'to the left;

egiment on our right cariie through on our right flank, head: .
ng right out into the pass itself. - They combined two of: -

‘we started up again.
: " “The Japs were holding the pass on the h1gh ground on’
both' sides’ and. to the front too.. The ones on the right. :

o arboy
_\.n,_uu. AALCTALLY L valds Ui MUT ditdbhacds URL Wil dtke Gdiad

e &Lni‘ Fpiio b
in’ wnalk, uendi.

re got 50' heavy that the machme gun squads took coVer' :

H;~th Infantry: “On 19 May our section of heavy machine =

he: éttack moved up the hill, hell b(‘gan to’ break 1009(::_”. ;
_'mpany F wils driven back with lots of casualncs, and Com--

hey 100 were gc,ttmg all shot up.’ Then Compa.ny Fof the' S

heir platoons with the remainder of cur C-ompany F and o

(\ulri ﬁr it tha hqnlru nf the attarkere g 'I-"\n 1-:-‘1* aru-'l-.‘



- started ‘up thh Lientenant C}ievcw \f\’e had. crawled 1

- ~ sniper ‘faised up and shot Marshall in the ear, We

. crawled up rapidly then;. ready to move in: behind
.grenddeq and another smper popped h'S hcad up’ “out

in a dittde. draw unitil we conld: grenade the trench above:
and dean it out. Then they were to come on up Scrcrcant
Tom Kov:ck Pr;vatf: F irst. C!ass W:lham Marshal! ‘and

- our be "_es to . w;thm about 25 yards ot the trench, whe

- at the: sniper, and threw grénades into” the. tanCh

- hole '1hnvp us. . Lieutenant Glevew ﬁl(‘d hl‘i (‘afhi.
as the Jap fired. - The- Lleutenant jt__ppfed ovet
.~ bank and lay still.’ “He Wwas dead.” T was just brmgmg
-~ rife up as the ]ap ducked. e i
* . “Then, from across the vaIley, the ]ap-a spotted us, and
i they gave us helll Machine guns nﬂes and a 37'? 113
began pounding the area. : R
“Finally the intense she]lmg sIowed down and we dashed
for the open end of the Jap trench we had grcnaded Thc
trench led around the point of the hill, We crawled do

the trench and found where the Japs were located when
we shiuck our mf-ario h 1n Hm:x fara nf 1‘\

un
YW sl X AL ertay  Mps 231 AT Ldlll ~

mach:nc—gun ﬁre




“After nearly 2 hours of lying in the trench and waiting
“heard one of the men behind holler, ‘Here Hehwoan
~up here’  Hehman and a man from Company H, —“th
{Infantry were crawling along up a little ravine, laymg-:
w;_rc They had found a°Company H mortar and had a" "
right to it. The big fight up on the mountam had -7
gatten almost to the top,.but the forces acr()sq the pass
e gettmg helt from the guns below 0s.” .
“We got . the: phone. all ‘set and C'lrefully poked a httl(, S
10l¢ in the dirt side of the trench so that one; man could
¢ the whole Jap. posxtlon below Then we called the -
ar and the fun started. We were only: about 100
_ s"from thre the shells ‘were stmkmg and the ground;_:_
ok. . They fired several’ rounds ¢close and then  they
began to drop right in- the position. Fmally we called and :
old therm we were movmg in, and not to fire: '_
'__The position was a. big wheel-like affair, with holes_':
all’around it, and the spokes were: connectmg trenches |
witha big center installation at the. hub.. - Two Jap. ma- -
me guns and the 37 mm. that had - fired at us: durxng_:"'_
he previcus, week were captured and dcstroyed there We o
dsix dead’ Japs out and’ then brovght our guns up -
l set-them in the Jap hole@ There we' sat that mght

darmg the httle 50 and sos to come up +Man

- Company
“It was shortl: after 1000



m the trcnch ’md we e‘cchanged «,hots back and forth So
-_-where to our, Ieft was & strong Jap empl'lcement;

' wuhout guttmg the ones on our left ﬂrst o Truffe
and [ argued about the. exact Jap Iocatlon From tine
time T had séén’ a large puff of white smoke rise from bet
“a simall knoll, as the Japs fired ‘their. trench . mortar atus
- and I was sure that the position could be: grenaded FmdlEy .

= we asked for volunteers to go over and try it; but there werg
~“none; it would be a rugged job. It was my idea, so I asked
Truflelli to look after my squad, and give me some covcrmguﬁ?
~fire, while I went up and tried the thmg myself. o
T was tough all right.. T moved as far down' i t
dcﬁiade as I could get from thc ]aps up above then




completely _off.-_ The
platoon: heard the. -
commb_tion__ and  beo
gan U Auv.d.m.,t, up Lixc::”f
hill: Thc company’s..
N hght : achmc t{uns“
._Opcncd fire ‘on the . .
trench - ag the platoon;j:'."'

advanced. oC'v‘Ci‘al Uf'-'

. thie _}'aps jumped out:"_"_'
“and tried to run back' R
but the ‘machine guns i

"cut them down T hen the whole company moved for-

‘.'ard into the new  Jap position and the F"r‘htmtr was’ |

retty hot for a while, We accounted for about 50 Japs '

here in a few minutes. When I jumped up over the little -
noll to ‘move up with the company a Jap sniper up on

“Point AsLe shot me in the leg. The bullet went into the

‘tmuscle like a hot needle, up near my crotch. Tt bled and

tung but it wasn’t bad enough for me to have to go back.

o the evening the Japs began to retreat over the whole

ight flank of the pass; everywhere but at the top of POINT
LE. It was sometime after' 2000, and the Japs we're-f_irin'

unously and falling back... 000

'uke me enemy keep h1s head
downf

L FASRATT, S0 A T ,.1-,“4.

: n(: h avy IMACIHLNne Edu nq'uau aqui oL Company H nad;
e it up! the hill “with’ us: and was: ﬁnng inito:the: }aps
ber Greene, the ‘gunner, startecl the . belts through full
> side, and. they were pullmg them out “empty on the '
the Slde and ther qhovmg a new one in. - The gun- got so
1ot that we. pcmred canteeny ‘of i ice water oni-the mct‘hamsm
coolitoff.: Lleutenant Tommy Hmdman let out a ternﬁc
bel: yell and we: took off. to assault. the Tast Jap posmon an
he: p_ass As we st‘u*ted Corporal Flynn saw a ]ap settmg




R three crew: meml)ers away from the guik, i

S We made it all right. Company E of the: —th Infantry'
i movcd into the center of the pass. - My Teg was getting stiff.
++ and the miedic wanted to 'send me’back; but there is some-":.
. “thing about being with ‘the boys up there where they’re.
.ﬁghtmg their. guts out’ ‘that’makes Jaying in.a. h()spxtal a
hell of a thmg I stayed with theri; t60;’ untd a grenade'
shook me up Then they sent me back W R R

-The Tckmg of Pomt "A." Corpoml Anthony Szmomc,_'
. Company C,~th Infantry: POINT Asig wis rough. It is’
abig pmnac]c of rock that crowns a barren hill at the inland

‘end of: GILBER’I‘ RIDGF named after Lxeutenant Gilbert’ of}_:
"Cornpany G; who lost his lifein a vaimnt effort to move up'ﬁ-‘
‘the coverless slope of Point AbLE. - At its foot lies CLevesy
. "Pass. - The day before, troops fought through: Crevesy.
- Pass.  The Japs holding the Point were isolated, but théy:
S fought like. cornered weasels zgamst Company C on' the
U ridge, against Company G moving up from the Sarana side;

- -against Company E on the Massacre side; they had beenf;_
_pounided by: artillery and mortars; but they hung on

" “Lieutenant Gilbert's platoon, wh:ttled down to'a smgle'“
squad, was workmg up on the right. Licutenant. Stanley_-_-:
nit ‘to the left. Machme-gun ﬁre grazed the

‘tundra from the. b1g rock 80(} yards ahead of us and up the




.bng'bank of 'snow .Out mn the snow'were.several ]aggedi_ :

‘4 he crawled. . He seemed to take an hour: to.get out there
about 73 yards, but he said he didn’t think he had been gone'
' O-mmutes when he came back. He had tried to get close
ugh to se¢ how many were in the trerich.  He said he - .

ack for a mortar. - : -
Tt took a Iong tinie to get it up to where we were hang« 5

_ved Th(‘y overshot the first couple of rounds; then they.;':
ut the range ‘down to 125 yards and began 6 drop them
ght in. *They dumped six shells right into the Jap trench.
““Then’ Licutenant Wolczyk- hollered,’ ‘Drop one more in
nd we’ll assault. Hebegan to placeus. There were eight -
'of usin all, me to the left, Parker to the right. Victor Raku-
son wanted to go to the right and get the Jap who had been
. shooting at him as he covered Parker. The mortar crew
hollered, ‘We'll drop two, just for luck’ Lit‘.utenant'.__i.
‘Wolézyk said, ‘Check your bayonets.’
““When the second round burst in the trench we jumped ..

et'the japs opened up.. The BAR man was doing his best

got as far as we did." Rakuson got his sniper and one
i P ker was yelhng hlS head off and’ had. killed two; 1. .
' ' 8 aybc another; and Tittle' Jose: "
ip- with the miortar Just: for'the

' :-.:"had gotten two.
oldmg !us Tifle. like a pistol ‘and: shootmg, while he pulied-_
; : _grenade wnth his teeth Just hke the movles

boulders, and George Parker beian to work  his. way: out_":":_'_:
‘across the snow to a big one in the center.’ We covered him -

gured there were abﬂut a dozen Lleutenant Wolc'zyk sent

g onto. the slippery mountain side, but. eventually itiars oo

y and started across the snow.-  As soon as we got to our i

cover- us, but . they were throwmg everything, mortars,-'-"
fles, grenades machme gun. Tl never understand how.. &

T glanced to'the. nght and saw Parker_..-_";




A grcnad{, went off ught behmd mt, and a plcce of 1t cut the'-
handie off my shovel. 1 remember thmkmg for _]ust a sec
- ond, May God clirse them my mess- kit’s been rumed.
- Somebody hollered; ‘Parker, you’re takmg too much  tim
“with them.”. He rephed ‘1 am, hk(‘ hdi I want._to be sur.
they're dead.”” : '
S “Wegot to thhm 30 yardb of the trench to a row v of big‘
- jagged boulders, and ran into a: nest. of snipers. - It:was
-, fast; desperate work and lt was more trouble than we could
. handle.. We fell back. :
S “In'the dark the- foHowmg mommg at 0300 thc Pomt wa
finally taken; the machine guns were stlenced It had. cos
lives and energy, but the big thorn in our 51de was out B

COMMENT: 'I'h_ese uccdun!a brinq out some of the churucierisﬁcs of
- mountain warfare, in which "“success depends mora upon prope
adaptation of available means to the terrain than upon their’ power
Moaneuver of smail units and the initiative and leadership of subor-
dinate commanders are of the highest importance in mounicin’ war
fare. ... . The actions ‘of small semi-independent units in sex'zin&;
or defending heights ... . or in fighting 1o seize ‘or block -passes .
become of mcrecrsmq uﬁpoﬂcmce (FSH, Mountain’ combcxi.) "
. The use. oi puh-ols and small units to oumnnk enemy stronq poinls
. and: wduce them ine eluil was the keynote ‘of ‘this attack. However
lt must bé remembered thc:t lhe mmution must pemut eovering lires




: FiELD ARTiLLERY NOTES

'-Use of Amllery-Spomng Planes in Mouniumous Terru:n
Ariillery Report ~th Division, SIGELY ' “In terram whére
-axrﬁelds are rcadlly available the assignmenit. of at least one-
plane: to the' battalion would be recommiended, but. wher

azrﬁeld: are hard to find: centml:zed control is the only
':solutzon to the problem. RN i SRR

. *-.::_ .

et u Horse* Lteutenant Colonel G F Brokaw, <
' nce Observer Wzth szth Army, ITALY S40n! numéro_
= 5 '-_occasmns an, artx]!ery‘
Don't miss t]:le chance ' obsérver was’sent to
R observe fu’el . "thehighest point in the
e - mountains w1th - two.
mules to carry his radio:
- and a two-days’ supply;-'
' _for hiniself and the ani-
mals, " These - pomts
- were: maccess:ble w1th
' :_ “a jeép.. In many i
"stances the_i__ Germans-




:The “Engine r_V_V____r in I’tnly qutenant Colongl F Q.
__Goodell Field Artzllery, Obserwr wrtlz VI Cor;}s ITMY
“Since 20 Septcmber, the current Italian operat;on hias be
‘definitely an ‘engincer war,’ -All other arms would be hop
Iessly neutrahzcd w1thout them to bux[d and: rcbudd roads,
bndges and alrﬁelds. The Germans are: e\{perts at demoh-.,:
tion, ‘and in the mountainous country throus,h which the
Fifth Army is operating all advance must cease untll bndgesf_f

'are bu1lt and roads- repalrcd i

: Puvmg The Wuy Art;llcr}' Repmt 45th Dwzswn, Sien
Yt s the excellent: work of the DlVlSlon engmeers that'
"made it possible for the artlllery to keep in supporting di
_ _tance of the infantry regiments. One of our bastalionsw
. to follow an mfantry rcgmlent marchmg on CALTAVUTURO.:
. This route was over some very steep mountains followmg a.n_
old Roman road, now only a mule trail. A company of engi-
. meers did excellent work in making a road through the mou
: :tams for this battalion.”




SECTION v

.IUN GLE
OPERATI

INFANTRY NOTES

__Forrnuﬁons Informal Report, XIV Cor ps, SoroMON

Ysianps: ““Wherever terrain permitted, normal forma- .
E s IS

tions prescribed in current field manuals were uwsed. Tt
jas possible to advance small units in skirmish lines, lines
.of squad colurans, etc., through open terrain and opcn'

coconut groves, However, most of the fighting was done * ;

: Jungle dreas wherc advance had to be made in coiumn_
of ﬁlea oft(,n with umts as large asa battahon conﬁned to




: sizes mm division to squad wis th :
'aneiopmcnt of one ot hoth flanks. Resistance was b}-'
p_assed, __en(:ir_cied? _a_nd_ rcd_uced Iatcr. '

Long mn«e supportmg ﬁrc of au

Auiomuﬂc Weupons

_ Automatm “eapom advanccd w1th or. closcly A
5 pport of assault echelons; Machine guns and autotiatic:
ifles were set up to cover river crosemqs before - nﬂemen-_'
‘tried to advance. The Browning Automatic' Rifle wa
“fournd to be invaluable i in the attack because of 1ts mob:ht
: and fire power, and patrols sent out. were alwav: rf,mforce
' 1th automatic rifle teams: - - -

!__\_lqghf: Operqfions “T here were no mght operatmns o!
Cénséqﬁence beyond resisting enemy attacks. However, i
is’ believed that under certain circumstances, carefully pre
‘pared night operations would be successful and valuable.

. Our cordon defense was highly effective against }apanes

4 night attacks, so effective that it made suicidal all. Japanese -
: attempts to break through our lines. One hostile night:

" attack resulted in the death of 90 Japanese with the loss o;
7 ‘only 2 of our own men. It is therefore apparent that nxgh
‘attacks against a well-organized enemy are likely to: b
{‘ostiy, although the failure of ]apancse night operatlo :
IHost: cases was due to thelr faulty preparation and" B

urity Meusures “Sccurlty f r _' 'advancmg € ement
mg_dayhght was mamtamed by patrols and’ by ﬁank an
advanc guards Dlstances were greatly reciuced For m




:guards often ope;ated from 50°to 100 yards
in fron of the' main body, and connecting files were cor= "'
=Sp(‘mchngiy Closc in order to maintain contact. In advancc e
ough the: }ungle it is almost impossible to provide ﬂank"-.-.__
rotection for anyone column. Advance through the jungle .
1de front requlred thc use of muitxple columns with-

. DUrihg"Hdlis "‘During halt:s md parfiéﬁlariy at:
i ht securlty measures:in the forward areas assumed the

rom a fdlrectlom Routf-s of enemy approach were w1red--
d covered by fire. . Light barbed-wire ‘entanglements .
nd trip wires.. with 'tin cans, attached were considered a .
necessxty Machme guns: sighted ‘on final. protective lines -
reset up to cover the front, protected by riflemen and’ -
dutomatic. riflernen.’ Artxllery and mortar fire was planned"i :
and’ prepared to ﬁre on a ﬁnal protectlve area’ in, case of’ o
enemy counterattack ' Lo ' '

e:umy af N:ght ' “Wcapons uqed for mght secunty wer ¢



lmg and by-routme passage of mmed troop >
" communication through ]ungic areas were . secured - by'
__pCI‘IOdlC pqtrols where qtrong hmt:le actmty was ot to he
: expected In those cases where hostile activity was c\pecte _
itiwas: nc,cessary to establish strorg fixed guards in_foxholes
long: the’ trail.- Carr;ers were invariably. furrushc'd withi
"'arined guards in ‘the proportion of about 1 to. 10 when
cariying through jungle forward areas. Thest guards were
~usually detailed for this purpose from regxmental reserve
units, such as the antltank company. - Additional. secur1ty.=
was: provided by patrols whlch combed the aleas on'the.
-'ﬂank_ of the hne of commumcatlons _ . :
These security measures were <;uf’ﬁc1ent to prevent s
:'priqes durmg any stage of the combat.

'Pui'rol. Repons “In general the distance-chiréred by pa
tiols was much less than that expected of them. - The diffi

" Be conservative in evaluating reports from patrols




culties of terrain caused many patrol leaders. to feel that.
“they. had covered two or three times as much ground: as
.jthey had: actually covered. This must be taken into account .
when’ evaluatmg pat:ol reports.

fought made 1t a]mOSt impossible to use outposts_ as pre- -
cribed m'_ the manuals, whcre such: outposts were used

uld be rcadlly :dcntaﬁed and destroyed Sentmes
_xght were posted in pairs .and maintained absolute -
In the rear constant patrollmg

:Our forces udvcmce cczutmusly into a pcdm grove onj i

an 1sland of Makm utoH ever watchiul for the Jap




Suppoﬂmg Flres Commerzts by tlze '»«ih:Dwmon as. Re«
o : IV C'arps, SOLOMON TSLANDS: "Thc tse of
_altﬂlery ﬁres; was oftcn cxtrcmei\‘, d1fﬁ(;u!t bes

5ave vuy excellent and timely Supp()l‘t o

._'i.id'i'so'n'u!'l'd' Ob's'érvu!ibn “Both a liaisdh'bﬂiéér;aﬂd‘ one
or miore. ‘forward observers from the direct :upport of: arti

-ry were used with each infantry battalion and were found
' ¢ essential to good results.  Forward nhqervors were

_ pushed well into the front lines and maintained continuous
- ‘contact with both front lines and the liaison officer. Be-
‘cause of the fact that the Japanese used only the jungic
“‘and ‘reverse slopes for positions, little enemy activity was
“ever picked up by forward observers. Some adjustments
~ were made by aerial observation. More would have been
e :dohe had planes been available, : S

'onirol “The artillery was kept undcr centrahzed 0]
since’ the “division fought as ong team (DOt as: serm
ncndcnt mmmental combat teams !

Howeve




mf;mtry troops and walk the ﬁrcs’ in- toward our troop
under the d1rectmn of the Eorward observers. Imtlal _ad

: rabIe and would have been eﬁ‘ectxve, it was uhpmsi
to: exceute fires because of the difﬁculty in Iocatmg i

oops in‘the- ]ung]e In one: or two cases fires could:

xecuted “only by w1thdrawmg troops temporarily frox
'ciOse' proxlmxty o’ enemy posmons However this’ pro-
edure i is not’ recommended for general use agamst aggres
sive. Japanese. ' :

ﬁecf of Fire “It is es‘;enuai that if full advantage 15 to_-_
be taken of the effect of artillery fires, troops must advane
into-shelled ‘areas immediately upon lifting fire. - '
the '_ effective field fortlficatlons used by the Japanese, _




.TANK OPERA'I'IONS

-=Tunks Ccm Be Used ngest of Vanous‘ Reports on’ 'Iarzk':
Opemtwm in ]unale Country '“Due to ‘the closnness of -
urigle country and the nature of the teirain, employment”_:
f fanks in the jurigle is necessarily” different from the wsual'
--con_ccpt but it has been proved ‘that tanks, both Tlight andj:
medium, can: be used in the Jungl - They have been success-_:.

_Iy’ prnn]nvpr] in mﬂh‘]] instances to bnnr‘t out- pnnmv by v

sistance hoidmg up the advance. *. In most operations of th]s.:'-
"_fjtype from three to six tanks were emiployed - with: edch’
infantry battalion.” It was found that in dense jungle’ noi‘;
_-more than three tanks could be successfully controlled at.
.- ‘one time, and maneuver was almost impossible due to close
~-country and Jack of communications. The action was very:'_i;
“slow, the tanks running for the most part in first’ gear. and:::
: aclvancmg only from 25 to 7‘3 yards at @ time. ! '

oopernlmnﬂecessmy "‘Close cooPerataon and COO!'dl-




fantry commander foliowed the tank commander _Osely
 that direct communication could. be effected i ¢
“of the walkie-talkie radio or by paqs:ng messag
'rtar plstol port of the tanks.

Apphcahon ‘of Fire Power Supportmg artl_ :
mortar. fire'were found advantageous for’ clearm' 'ﬁe}ds of
_ﬁrc and disclosing enemy positions for the tanks'to. atta
n addltlon, the fire power of the tanks was. used advanta-
geously. for ‘the same purposes, canister bemg employed 10
:ciear ﬁe]ds of fire. " 37-mm. HE sheli was used’ rno;t often
:However, 37-rnm armor-nplercmg ammunition was used t
knock holes in Japanese bunkers dftér which hlgh exp]osw
shell was fired throtgh these holes, explodmg on the mter
of _the posstlon S

-_an3 Mugnehc Mines - “On several occasions, whénﬂgﬁ
infantry support.had not been effected, the Japanese wer
able to place magnetic mines or grenades against the sides:
_of the tanks, causing some damage but no casualties. - It~ '
‘was found that cenvas or neutral materials app[wd on’ the S
3témks made the magnetic mines slide off. R

_ Iow Work “Many of the tanks became mcapacztate
dise to the fact that the going was so slow. Engines had t
& run_for 1ong mtervals in low gear whmh overheated ther
ailsed vapor lock. . o

tes of Advunce ."Ihe successful employment f tank
ound to depend to'a large extent on close: and detaile
ssance of the ground 10 mclude route




“Whereve,r possxble tanks should be empioyed:_;.-
in mass, as in lightly wooded : areas. “In this country, how-.{:’
ever, lt will seldom be practicable to employ more. than- a :f:
company at one time.. Two or prefcrably three should be":

*
f{_;i_.&_'ti:i'_tﬁti_:bns Informal Report, XIV Corps, SULonioNZ_-"
i Iscanps:  “Tanks can be used in jungle only in small -

numbers in very special situations. Their use should be

“Confined to times when their objective has been definitely

f.f"_'located and the route to the objective has been’ yecon: -

‘noitered and found to be one over which a tank can move._-:

ithout stopping.  Also it should be kept in mind. that the

Ts; _ment of tanks is. canahzed by - the - terram and he
efon 'they are easy prey to ant:tank mj




Use of Vehu:le_s Informal Repart XIV Corpx, SOLo
;\_f_ioN ISLAND!: ' “All types of TBA transportatlon found

I‘hc A—ton truck (]cep W
st \_ra.!uable ‘;mgle tvpe of vehicle m any umt Wit




SbLouow ISLANDS : " “The air suppnrt of. gmund troops on
Guadalcanal was an 1mprovmcd affarr ts eﬂ'cctlv

\/Iuch more could have been done if
air ground~support personnel and equipment had - been
zwcnlabfe “Use of combat’ aviation: was’ limited by the i
ture. oi' the terrain and by the ehtreme dlﬁiculty of ;defer-
mmg the exact locations of ‘the. eneniy  at sufficient di
tances from our own g'round troops to rnakt, 1ts empi_
ment. safe or ef’fectwe : - :

Z_ urut%

arkmg' targets or front ]mes for combat av
fron i _-thrs type of terrain is partrculari; difficult. ‘ang
“many cases 1mpossxblc However,: air. attack by bomb’*
d' strafing were very eﬂ"ectwely used in. some mstances
wi ere it was necessary to neutralize reverse slopes and deep.
ravrnes whrch could not be reached by any ground weapons.-

I.lmson “The air liaison ofﬁcer li'véd at divis'io'n 'he'a”d :
quarters and when air support was indicated made: personal_
visits to the front line units- (,oncemed in order to _determ
exactly where support was wanted. - In"all except on
k e Haison. ofﬁce” then led the f rmatro




SUP Y AND EVACUATION

Suppiy in fhe Jungie Infmma Reﬁori:-__fXH_/". o
SoLomon Isranps: “Most of the combat areas were u

teriy devoid of roads and impassable for’ motor vch:cles
Although motor and j jeep trails were pushed behind advanc-
: mg troops as; rapxdly as posslbie it almost evcry Ca%e th"

by hand carrymg
Wuter Supply “Cotiétant' reéonﬁdiééaﬁce' was
watcr supply along the routes of: advancc

throughout the campa1gn énd had. a deﬁmte're A
progress of any offenswe actlon It was supphed




5 : UG i atchimerits sicl
::_""_taipaufms dmmage from tents etc., pmw,d of great hel
1 water supply before and even’ after regular water dump
_ .we,re estabhshed S EARR

I\_!ecesslty. Moiher of lnvenhon “fn 'soﬁﬁ: cases the u
of cablcs w1th trolleys was ‘the only mcthod of advanung




mmumhon Supply “Ammumtmn was carr: d fo

_By !.mer : avacuatmn by lltter bearcrc; was dlﬂicu!




Basic Logistics in }'ungle Combut Provxdmg o hot mea
or: forward " elements of the combc:t forces oﬂen in




mprovusahon CTUse was “also made of Improv:sed Ie
Ioweré_patxcnts down steep hillsides to the Jeep raz
waterh' db on the MATANH‘KAU REVLR._

.?'tbtettibh”af Ew'ujd'ﬂ'dn'ﬂ&ules' “Armed protectlo w

s hoy 43 i b g | 5 R

L IJI.U LLAUIJ. Ul Pﬂ\lblll‘), auu Wwas l!bbb)hdly LU 1 f.

'-Me_diéal " Nbl’és Artillery - O perations Report; . MU:#DA-- :

Campaign: “Medical supplies were adequate to héndlé"a'n

situation. - ‘The establishment of a small infirmary. in con
w1th the aid station enabled s to hold marty. cases
__rters that would otherwme have had to b(, t,vacuat




ark Thxs obvntcd makmg. a. tx.e whlch is thL mo t
130 wm,, when lmd_

Power Phones “F he sound power phone was'

to be the best type for forward observers. It
1ght in weight, and there is no ringing mechamsm to give
way the posmon of the observer at mght A]so, of all







